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INTRODUCTION – PURPOSE OF THE MEETING

The purpose of today’s meeting is to:

• Provide an overview of and context for the Strategic Assessment

• Identify any key issues or priorities for environment groups in the context of the NWGGA 

Strategic Assessment

• Provide an understanding of the project to assist with the public comment process
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INTRODUCTION - AGENDA

Agenda:

1. Introduction

2. Overview and scope

3. Assessment approach

4. Overview of the environment

5. Key MNES 

6. Overview of the documents

7. Questions and discussions
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OVERVIEW OF THE STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT

• The City of Greater Geelong has identified two key areas for urban 

growth = the Northern and Western Geelong Growth Areas

• In August 2020, the City finalised the Northern and Western 

Geelong Growth Areas Framework Plan (the Framework Plan)

• In January 2022, the City signed an agreement with the 

Commonwealth Government to undertake a strategic assessment 

under the EPBC Act (Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999)

• The strategic assessment will:

o Provide Commonwealth biodiversity approval

o Support State planning processes
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PROJECT AREA
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DEVELOPMENT

• Urban and commercial development

• Industrial development 

• Rural development

• Supporting infrastructure and services

• Environmental management



PROCESS AND TIMING 
FOR THE STRATEGIC 
ASSESSMENT

NWGGA Strategic Assessment 7 |



DOCUMENTS FOR THE STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT
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REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

EPBC Act

• Part 10 of the EPBC Act

• Relevant EPBC policies (e.g. offsets policy) and statutory documents (e.g. species 

conservation advice)

• Endorsement criteria for the Plan that are part of the Strategic Assessment Agreement

• Terms of Reference for the Strategic Assessment Report (SAR)

Consideration of State policy

NWGGA Strategic Assessment 9 |



KEY DATA / INFORMATION SOURCES

The key data / information sources which have been used to inform the assessment 

include:

• Ecological surveys by Ecology and Heritage Partners across large areas of the Growth 

Areas (EHP, 2021)

• Individual surveys undertaken by some landholders within the NGGA

• Site observations as part of the strategic assessment process

• Species records obtained through the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA) (DELWP, 2022)

• DELWP habitat and vegetation modelling (DELWP, 2005, 2017)

• Key EPBC, state and local policy or regulatory documents

• Other information sources, including scientific literature and other spatial landscape 

data
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AVOID – MITIGATE - OFFSET

Avoidance and mitigation of impacts to MNES

• Avoidance and mitigation are the primary strategies for reducing and managing impacts

• Consideration of further avoidance at the Growth Area scale a key component of the project

• Commitments to mitigate indirect impacts incorporated into the EPBC Plan

Offsets

• Offset package developed to address residual adverse impacts

• The Plan establishes a strategic offsets approach that aims to maximise the benefits to 

MNES
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OVERVIEW OF THE ENVIRONMENT

Traditional owners of the land are the Wadawurrung people

Current land use includes:

• Pastoral and cropping activities, and rural residential living in the NGGA

• Agricultural land, rural and medium density housing in the WGGA

Condition of the environment (EHP, 2021):

• Varies across the Growth Areas and is mostly degraded

• Highly modified due to agricultural land use and is largely dominated by non-native species

Despite this, the Growth Areas support:

• A range of terrestrial environmental values including habitat for threatened species and an 

EPBC listed TEC

• Important water-based values including Cowies Creek and the Moorabool River

Environmental trend in the Growth Areas appears to be declining
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MNES RELEVANT TO THE PROJECT

Threatened fauna

• Australasian Bittern (Botaurus poiciloptilus) 

• Australian Fairy Tern (Sternula nereis nereis) 

• Australian Grayling (Prototroctes maraena)

• Australian Painted Snipe (Rostratula australis)

• Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea)

• Eastern Curlew (Numenius madagascariensis)

• Eastern Dwarf Galaxias (Galaxiella pusilla)

• Eastern Hooded Plover (Thinornis cucullatus 

cucullatus)

• Golden Sun Moth (Synemon plana)

• Great Knot (Calidris tenuirostris)

• Greater Sand Plover (Charadrius leschenaultii)

• Growling Grass Frog (Litoria raniformis)

• Lesser Sand Plover (Charadrius mongolus)

• Orange-bellied Parrot (Neophema chrysogaster)

• Red Knot, Knot (Calidris canutus)

• Striped Legless Lizard (Delma impar)

• Western Alaskan Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica 

baueri)

• Yarra Pygmy Perch (Nannoperca obscura)

Threatened flora

• Adamson's Blown-grass (Lachnagrostis adamsonii)

• Spiny Rice-flower (Pimelea spinescens subsp. 

spinescens)
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MNES RELEVANT TO THE PROJECT
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Threatened ecological communities (TECs)

• Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian 

Volcanic Plain

Ramsar wetlands

• The Port Phillip Bay (Western Shoreline) and 

Bellarine Peninsular Ramsar site

Finalised Priority Assessment List (FPAL)

• Blue-winged Parrot (Neophema chrysostoma)

Migratory species

• Common Greenshank (Tringa nebularia)

• Double-banded Plover (Charadrius bicinctus)

• Latham's Snipe (Gallinago hardwickii)

• Little Tern (Sternula albifrons)

• Marsh Sandpiper (Tringa stagnatilis)

• Red-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis)

• Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Calidris acuminata)



MNES IN THE NORTHERN GEELONG GROWTH AREA
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There are three MNES recorded within the NGGA

Two grassland fauna species:

• Golden Sun Moth

• Striped Legless Lizard

One threatened ecological community - Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain



Golden Sun Moth (Synemon plana)
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Striped Legless Lizard (Delma impar)
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Natural Temperate Grassland of the 

Victorian Volcanic Plain
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MNES IN THE WESTERN GEELONG GROWTH AREA
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There are two MNES recorded within the WGGA

They are:

• Growling Grass Frog

• Adamson’s Blown-grass (historical records only)



Growling Grass Frog 

(Litoria raniformis)
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Adamson’s Blown-grass 

(Lachnagrostis adamsonii)
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MNES EXTERNAL TO THE GROWTH AREAS 
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The MNES values of the broader project area are mostly related to Ramsar wetlands and hydrology

The Port Phillip Bay (Western Shoreline) and Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar Site occurs downstream of the 

Growth Areas

The Ramsar site supports a high density of waterbirds (including some threatened and migratory species)



Waterways and 

Ramsar 

wetlands in the 

Study Area
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DOCUMENTS FOR THE STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT
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NWGGA EPBC PLAN

Objective of the EPBC Plan: Provide for the protection of matters of national environmental 

significance while supporting the delivery of the Northern and Western Geelong Growth Areas 

Framework Plan and its objectives

The EPBC Plan:

• Establishes six outcomes to be achieved over 30 years 

• Describes the development that will occur in the Growth Areas. E.g. urban and commercial, 

industrial, supporting infrastructure

• Provides commitments to protect Commonwealth biodiversity values. These include:

o Establishing conservation areas within the Growth Areas (e.g. Cowies Creek)

o Measures to protect downstream locations (e.g. Lake Connewarre)

o Biodiversity offsets outside the Growth Areas

• Includes an implementation framework to ensure the Plan is successful 
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STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT REPORT (SAR)

The SAR:

• Addresses the Terms of Reference and assesses the impacts of the development under the EPBC 

Plan on Commonwealth biodiversity values

• Evaluates the adequacy of the EPBC Plan’s outcomes and commitments in protecting 

Commonwealth biodiversity values

Key findings include:

• Development in the Northern Growth Area will directly impact Natural Temperate Grassland, Golden 

Sun Moth, and Striped Legless Lizard

• The conservation area in the north will protect native grassland and habitat for Golden Sun Moth 

and Striped Legless Lizard

• The Cowies Creek Conservation Area in the west will protect the Growling Grass Frog

• Strategic biodiversity offsets outside the Growth Areas will provide long term benefits for Natural 

Temperate Grassland, Golden Sun Moth, and Striped Legless Lizard

• Stormwater management will need to ensure downstream biodiversity values are protected
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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION STRATEGY (BCS)

The BCS:

• Identifies the Commonwealth, State and local biodiversity values which occur in the Growth 

Areas, and the ‘biodiversity areas’ that support these values

• Outlines how the conservation commitments of the EPBC Plan will be implemented 

• Guides the preparation of Precinct Structure Plans to:

o Consider how best to protect biodiversity areas within each Precinct

o Ensure State biodiversity policy is addressed

• Also covers the southern precincts of the Western Growth Area which sit outside the strategic 

assessment
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BIODIVERSITY OUTCOMES - DRAFT BIODIVERSITY AREAS
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CityofGreaterGeelong

@CityofGreaterGeelong

@GreaterGeelong

CityofGreaterGeelong


